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This well-written and entertaining biog- 
raphy, by Einstein’s most recent biograph- 
er, of the discoverer of the ionosphere, 
Nobel Prize winner (1947), and principal 
of the University of Edinburgh concentrates 
upon the personal aspects of Appleton’s life 
and is a treasure trove of anecdotes about 
him. It fails, however, to provide an evalu- 
ation of his scientific achievements or of his 
role in the administration of scientific re- 
search during the Second World War. 
While giving some information about these 
aspects of Appleton’s life, Clark’s discussion 
is directed at the general reader rather than 
the historian or philosopher of science. 
Such a popular orientation also allows 
Clark to skirt the controversies over the de- 
velopment of radar. 

None of this is meant as a criticism of 
Clark’s book or a suggestion that he should 
have written a different, more specialized 
one; rather, it is meant to indicate that 
these areas still need more detailed treat- 
ment. Those aspects of the biography most 
likely to be of interest to specialists in the 
history, philosophy, or sociology of science 
are: (1) the glimpses of the Cavendish Lab- 
oratory at Cambridge under Rutherford 
through the eyes of one who was not in- 
volved in the atomic research which domi- 
nated the group, (2) the picture of a young 
professor on the make, trying to achieve a 
secure academic position, and (3) the infor- 
mation provided on the growth of govern- 
ment and industry involvement in scientific 
research even before the War. 

Several interesting photographs of Ap- 
pleton as a young man with his family and 
associates, as well as the inevitable picture 
of him as an older man hobnobbing with 
the greats of politics and science, are repro- 
duced. A complete bibliography of his pub- 
lications, a list of the honors and awards 
that he accumulated, and a helpful bibliog- 
raphy are also included.—Robert G. Wolf, 
Philosophy of Science, Southern Illinois 
University at Edwardsville 


